St. LuKe's Parish

39 Green Lane, Thornhill, Ontario L3T 6K5  Tel: 905-881-2786
Website: stluKesth.archtoronto.ory Email: stlukesth(@archtoronto.ory
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Pastor: Fr. Mark Van Patten - Ext. 222
Associate Pastor: Fr. Sdvio Antonio Bruto da Costa - Ext 232
In Residence: Fr. Sherwin Holandez - Ext. 231
Secretary: Lois Henderson - Ext. 221
Pastoral Associate: John Humphries - Ext 226
Lay Pastoral Associate - Alan Lee Hoy - Ext 233
Youth Minister - Krishna Shanthakumar - Ext. 233
Knights of Columbus - St. Luke’s Council 4393 - Ext. 235

| PRAYER REQUEST LINE - 905-881-2786 Ext 250|

Masses: Saturday - 5:00 P.M. Sunday - 8:45, 10:30 and 12:15 P.M.

Mon., Wed., Thu., Fri. - 9:00 A.M., Tue. - 7:00 P.M.
Devotions to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Tuesday - after mass
First Friday Devotions - after morning mass First Saturday Mass & Devotions — 8:30 A.M.
Confessions: Saturday 4:00-4:45 P.M. and Tuesday after mass & devotions
Office hours: Monday to Friday 8:30 A.M. —4:00 P.M. 905-881-2786 Ext 221
PARISH St. Anthony's St. Rene Goupil/St. Luke St. Robert C.H.S. Saint John Paul Il

SCHOOLS: 141 Kirk Dr. 135 Green Lane 8101 Leslie St. 155 Red Maple Rd.
Thornhill Thornhill Thornhill Richmond Hill L4B 4P9
905-889-7420  905-881-2300 905-889-4982 905-709-3134/709-3136

For more information on Catholic education in our community or to reach your local school board trustee,
contact the York Catholic District School Board at 905-713-2711 or www.ycdsb.ca

PLEASE KEEP US UP TO DATE; COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING & PUT IN COLLECTION BASKET

New Parishioner [ Envelopes [ Change of Address [ Moving out of Parish [J
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The Baptism of the Lord

Jesus told us if we follow in his footsteps, we will not walk
in darkness but will have the light of life. One of the graces
we receive from the Sacrament of Baptism is the courage
to face the challenges we meet on our pilgrim journey.

At the start of another year, let us renew our personal
commitment to Christ and review the elements of our
saving service to others. This feast is a reminder of the way
of life to which we have been called in baptism. It should
remind us of our own baptism in consecrated waters and of
the coming of the Holy Spirit that cleansed our souls from
the stain of sin. We are invited to follow the Lord with
enthusiasm and faith and to say no to a life of selfishness by
taking on a life of love. This is an occasion to express our
gratitude and appreciation for our new life as adopted
children of God. Let us be thankful for all those who have
shared their faith with us and have helped us to know how
precious we are in God’s sight.

MASS INTENTIONS
January 12— January 16, 2026

Monday Soul of Lutz Wiechmann
Tuesday Soul of Sheila Gallivan
Soul of Len Knox
Soul of Kevin Gallagher
Soul of Tom Schmoll
Mass of Thanksgiving — Honesto Pena &
Family
Wednesday  Soul of John Vincent Ka Yin Cheung
Thursday Soul of Maria Ventura & Carmen
Pacheco
Friday Soul of Rosario Fernandes

The Mystery of Life?

One lovely summer’s day around noon, there was a deep
stillness over all the forest. The birds had tucked their heads
under their wings, and everything was at rest.

Then a bullfinch popped his head up and asked, “What is
life? Everyone was struck by this profound question.

A rose was just emerging from her bud, and was opening up
one shy petal after another, rejoicing in the newly
discovered sunlight.  ‘Life is a Becoming,’ she said.

The butterfly was less philosophical. He flew blithely from
one flower to another, snacking everywhere on the delicious
nectar. ‘Life is pure pleasure and sunshine,” he announced.
Down on the ground, an ant was laboring under the weight
of a piece of straw ten times his size. He said, ‘Life is
nothing but toil and sweat and strain.’

There might have been quite an argument about the
meaning of life, had not a fine rain begun to fall, and the
rain spoke: ‘Life consists of tears, nothing but tears.’

High above the forest, an eagle swooped, making majestic
curves in the sky. ‘Life, spoke the eagle, ‘is a constant
search for happiness, and a string of disappointments.’
After the long, dark night, at last the dawn came, rising pink
on the eastern skyline. ‘Just as I, the dawn, am the start of
the new day, so life is the beginning of eternity.’

(Retelling of a Swedish legend (Margaret Silf)

The world abounds in ‘wisdom stories’. Some of them
suggest explanations for who we are and how we came to
be who we are. Others offer guidance on how to live, how
to relate to each other and how to cope with life’s joys and
crises. Almost all of them can be engaged with at different
levels —from the simple delight of a child at bedtime, to the
probing of the adult mind and heart into the deepest
mysteries of life. Wisdom Stories by Margaret Silf

Margaret Silf on searching for meaning, "To be alive in a
universe that reveals its meanings to us, through science and
through art, through the life and growth of all creatures and
through our own attempts to live our lives according to
values of harmony and cooperation, is to ponder the source
of these underlying meanings in the mystery of things."”

Reflection: How do | define the Mystery of Life?

Please pray for the sick in our community.
May the healing power of God touch their hearts and
ease their burdens, especially: Maria Kumar.

2026 DONATION
ENVELOPES

The assigned 2026 donation
envelopes are available now for
pickup at the parish office. If
you wish to arrange for a box or
discuss the various ways to make donations to the
parish, please see Lois in the parish office.




January 11, 2026

$¢ Sharel.ife

Helping the whole community
through Catholic agencies

Our 2025 parish goal - $174,000.00
Our total donations for 2025 still being finalized.
We ask you to share your blessings at the parish using a
ShareL.ife envelope, online through our parish website,
stlukesth@archtoronto.org or at sharelife.org/donate.

Update
OLLX"
Irl.f‘or:tymtio -

The office is busy preparing our files for tax receipt time.
Have you moved, changed your email address or phone
number in the past year? If so, please be sure to provide the
parish with your updated information at
stlukesth@archtoronto.org Thank you!

cosms
KQdS FOR KIDS

The Knights of Columbus — St. Luke’s Council 4393 invites
all parishioners to continue to support their
COATS FOR KIDS campaign.

Your on-line financial donation enables the Knights of
Columbus to purchase warm winter clothing for children in
need. For more information & to make your on-line
donation go to: https://ontariokofc.ca/coats-for-kids/

York Catholic District School Board
Kindergarten Registration for the 2026-27
school year begins January 5, 2026

The York Catholic District School Board is now accepting
registrations for Junior Kindergarten for children born in
2022. York Catholic provides a Christ-centered, innovative
Catholic Education in its 102 schools across York Region.
The YCDSB is consistently ranked one of the top
performing school boards in the province. You can visit
their website, www.ycdsb.ca to register for classes starting
in September.

P PRAISE &
WORSHIP

Please join us Monday,
January 12" at 7:00pm

W for an evening of Praise &

Worship in the sanctuary.
All are welcome. Bring a
friend!

E

Mosaic Interfaith presents:

“HOW TO BE A PERFECT

STRANGER”

A FOUR PART SERIES THAT
LOOKS AT LIFECYCLES
FROM BIRTH TO DEATH

Part 1; Religious ceremonies to welcome a new child.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026
Vishnu Mandir Temple
8640 Yonge St., Richmond Hill
Complimentary lunch at 12:30 pm
Tour of the museum at 1:30 pm
Presentation at 2:30 pm
Please RSVP by January 14" to confirm if you will
join us for lunch, the tour and presentations.

Have you ever been invited to a life-cycle event that
you were unfamiliar with?
Did you ever wonder about the service & its
significance?
Did you wonder what was the correct thing to say or
do?

Did you wonder what you should avoid doing?
Did you ever want to know how long a service might
be?

If you should being a gift and if so, what would be
appropriate?

We will answer these and any other questions that you
might have as we share rituals and ceremonies from
birth to death. “How to Be a Perfect Stranger” is
inspired by the award winning book of the same name,
edited by Stuart M. Matlins and Arthur J. Magida.
An RSVP by Wednesday, January 14" will help our
hosts prepare.

If you have any questions, please contact:

Fran Isaacs: thisisfran@yahoo.com or
Shabnees Siwjee: shabnees@yahoo.ca




Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637
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CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
L FUNERAL SERVICES

In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home
905-889-7467

H

Proudly supporting our community.

KANE-JERRETT FUNERAL HOMES

NORTH YORK CHAPEL THORNHILL CHAPEL

BE THE GOOD

) SMCS

ST.MICHAEL'S
COLLEGE SCHOOL

Inquire about financial assistance
at stmichaelscollegeschool.com

Luke Tsang

#204 - 8220 Bayview Ave
www.dynamicrecovery.ca

THE PERFECT

8088 Yonge St. | Thornhill
905-889-8889

6191 Yonge St. | Toronto
416-223-6050

Every Detast Pemembered: | Dignity-

Adivision of Service Corporation International (Canada) ULC.

MUSIC LESSONS

Massimo Guida D.M.A.
Guitar, Music Theory & Composition Lessons
647-808-4073

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE
PLEASE CALL

1-800-268-2637

massimoguida.com

M R Auto Service

. Ringo Wong
= ;L Owner/Parishioner

English, Cantonese & Mandarin spoken
60 Green Lane » Cell 416-616-6888

Call us for FREE Trial Class
905-764-6285

GRADES K - 12
MATH READING WRITING

[EP - ESL - FRENCH
STUDY SKILLS - HOMEWORK SUPPORT

After School Program

300 John St., Suite 309
www.ThornhillLearningCenter.com

Call us for FREE Trial Class

416-884-9466 Roque Pinto 416-662-6573

Become an Online Member kofc.org/joinus

stlukekoc4393@gmail.com

KIDS - TEENS - ADULTS

ACTING
PUBLIC SPEAKING
MEDIA COACHING

300 John St., Suite 275
www.ThornhillActingStudio.com

Home Improvements

Plaster/Drywall

Wayne McGrath

30 Years of Experience
Interior/Exterior Painting

647-521-1268 « waynesmc@hotmall com
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In 40+ languages
In-person and fully digital
Services throughout Ontario

@CCSYR
Reaching out to all

Counselling:
g Individual, Couples, Family

To learn more:
T

Services for Youth, Women,
Men and Seniors

9 Supports for Children and Youth

with Autism and their Families
Phone: 905-770-7040

SESMA.

DESIGN « RENOVATE ¢« ENJOY

RENOVATE WITH CONFIDENCE

Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms * Whole-Home Remodels
» Expert Design ¢ Trusted Craftsmanship
« Peace of Mind of Fixed Pricing
 Stress-Free Process
Transform your home. Elevate your life.
Sosna's in-home experts make it easy.

Call 416-888-7366 today!

Wwww.sosha.ca

O Desjardins
Insurance
Dan Vacca - Agent

Save up to 30% on insurance
905-707-1600

www.danvacca.ca
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