St. LuKe's Parish

39 Green Lane, Thornhill, Ontario L3T 6K5  Tel: 905-881-2786
Website: https://stlukesth.archtoronto.org Email: stlukesth(@archtoronto.ory

Pastor: Fr. Mark Van Patten - Ext. 222
Associate Pastor: Fr. Wenceslao Abalos - Ext. 227
Secretary: Lois Henderson - Ext. 221
Pastoral Associate: John Humphries - Ext 226
Lay Pastoral Associate - Alan Lee Hoy - Ext 226
Youth Minister - Krishna Santhakumar Ext 226

| PRAYER REQUEST LINE - 905-881-2786 Ext 250|

Masses: Saturday - 5:00 P.M. Sunday - 8:45, 10:30 and 12:15 P.M.

Mon., Wed., Thu., Fri. - 9:00 A.M., Tue. - 7:00 P.M.
Devotions to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Tuesday - after mass
First Friday Devotions - after morning mass First Saturday Devotions - 8:30 A.M.
Confessions: Saturday 4:00-4:45 P.M. and Tuesday after Devotions
Office hours: Monday to Friday 8:30 A.M. —4:00 P.M. 905-881-2786 Ext 221
PARISH St. Anthony's St. Rene Goupil/St. Luke St. Robert C.H.S. Saint John Paul Il

SCHOOLS: 141 Kirk Dr. 135 Green Lane 8101 Leslie St. 155 Red Maple Rd.
Thornhill Thornhill Thornhill Richmond Hill L4B 4P9
905-889-7420 905-881-2300 905-889-4982 905-709-3134/709-3136

For more information on Catholic education in our community or to reach your local school board trustee,
contact the York Catholic District School Board at 905-713-2711 or www.ycdsb.ca

PLEASE KEEP US UP TO DATE; COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING & PUT IN COLLECTION BASKET

New Parishioner [ Envelopes [ Change of Address [ Moving out of Parish [J
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C. S. Lewis once said “Everyone says Forgiveness is a
lovely idea until he has something to forgive.” We would
do well to acknowledge how difficult most us find this
challenge especially if our hurts and resentments run deep.
When Peter questioned the Lord, “How often must | forgive
my brother if he wrongs me? As often as seven times?” he
was more than surprised with the response: “Not seven, I
tell you, but seventy times seven”.

Everyone inflicts wounds and everyone needs to be
forgiven. Just as God shows us mercy and forgiveness we
in our turn are expected to be merciful and forgiving to each
other. Life is too short to be wasted on stoking the fires of
resentment. Only when we have grasped the immense
mercy of God in forgiving us our own sins can we truly
offer forgiveness to those who have offended us.

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday Soul of Michael McCloskey

Soul of Catherine Lee Sing
Tuesday Soul of Virginia Gorizzan

Soul of Joseph Kmet

Soul of Marika Schmoll

Soul of Tom Dermody

Soul of Catherine Lee Sing
Wednesday Soul of Serena BangRan Kim
Thursday Intentions of Andrew D’Souza
Friday Soul of Maria Lai Keok Kwee

Please pray for the sick in our community.
May the healing power of God touch their hearts and

ease their burdens, especially Tom Sheehan

Mercy and Salvation: What Is the

Connection?
Krishna J. V. Santhakumar

In todays Gospel readings we learn about the importance of
forgiveness, and the gravity of the sin in failing to be
forgiving. It is a legitimate question to ask when we ought to
be merciful, and to what extent. Is there any wrongdoing, no
sin or injustice committed against oneself or another, that
cannot be forgiven? Our Lord tells us that no sin that He
cannot forgive exists. That part is easy to understand. What
is difficult to grasp, let alone live out, is how us mere mortals
are supposed to be so merciful. By being called to imitate the
life of our Lord we are obligated to follow his example. This
includes forgiving those things we think are unforgivable,
those things that bring anger and disruption to our hearts.
Such a grace often does not come overnight (although,
through God, anything is possible). How do we grow in this
kind of mercy that transcends the natural world? Learning to
forgive for less important things is a good start (e.g. moving
past grudges). When wrongdoings are committed against
oneself, learning to forgive instinctively, rather than
responding vengefully or spitefully is also a good habit to
practice. Paying attention to instances or relationships in our
lives where we can be more merciful is crucial to discerning
where we can be more merciful in our lives. A few important
notes must be made, however. Forgiveness does not entail the
permitting of wrongdoing. One can both forgive someone for
damaging their property, for instance, while simultaneously
receiving compensation for the damages. Justice and
forgiveness are compatible, but there may be times when the
former is unobtainable. Indeed, this is when forgiveness can
be most difficult. This leads to my second note: the most
important thing one can do to grow in forgiveness, especially
in areas where it is most needed, is prayer and the sacraments.
If we can be as merciful as the Lord only by imitating him,
and receiving His grace is the only way we can become like
God, then prayer and sacraments are necessary in virtue of
being the mediums through which we grow to be like Christ.
The Church’s sacraments and our prayers are indispensable
if we are to become like God Himself. Lastly, it is important
to note what the Gospel says about those who fail to show
mercy to others, especially if mercy has been shown to
oneself. We are to pay back the debts of our wrongdoing if
we are not to forgive the wrongdoings of others. But, so
what? What if you’re someone that does not do wrong things
often? To think in such a way misses the point entirely. Each
and every one of us humans are sinners, and our sin
permeates our nature quite deeply to the extent that we often
times aren’t even aware of it. If we are forgiven by our Father
in heaven for wrongdoings that we often don’t intend, or even
recognize as wrongdoings, then ought we not do the same for
others? If we are forgiven for all our sins, ought we not try
and be just as merciful towards others? Indeed, how grand an
act of love such mercy truly is!
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S Sharel.ife

Helping the whole community
through Catholic agencies

Our 2023 parish goal - $149,000.00
Raised to date - $101,091.00
Live the Gospel by supporting ShareL.ife

MINISTRY LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP
JOIN US FOR A 1-DAY WORKSHOP
If you’re a part of a St. Luke’s Parish Ministry you’re
invited to join us for a 1-day workshop. Let’s come together
as one St. Luke’s Parish Ministry Family for a day filled
with:

a TALK featuring Alexandra Lee Hoy;
TESTIMONIES;

FORMATION & FELLOWSHIP; and
FOOD & REFRESHMENTS.

DATE: Sat Sept 23

TIME: 9 AMto 2 PM

LOCATION: Parish Hall

REGISTER: Parish Website

QUESTIONS? email Alan at ahoy@archtoronto.org

The KNITTING GROUP at St. Luke’s Parish are looking
for wool. If you have any un-finished projects or extra wool
to donate, please contact Helen at: 905-770-7823

SOCIAL DANCE EVENT
The will be another Social Dance event, organized by the
Knights of Columbus on Saturday, September 23"
beginning at 7:30pm. The evening will include a variety of
Latino & Ballroom dance music as well as line-dancing
performances.
Please reserve a spot on the flip chart in the narthex or email
Luis Santalla at: gk4393@ontariokofc.ca
Flyers containing more information are available on the
information table.

HOLYLAND
RELIGIOUS ITEMS

The main income for the
Christian community of
Bethlehem — the birthplace of
Jesus — is selling their
handcrafted olive wood religious
items to the pilgrims who visit
the area. The past few years have
been difficult ones for the
community with some Christians
having to flee the Holy Land.
This weekend, Jenny from Holy
Land Wood Art is in the parish hall offering a variety
of religious items for sale. Join us before & after mass
to view a selection of rosaries, bracelets, carved
figurines & many gift ideas.

Every purchase helps strengthen the Christian presence
in the Holy Land.

The Knights of Columbus are
sponsoring Latino dance classes
Tuesday evenings in September in the
parish hall beginning at 8:00pm.

You will learn the basic steps of Salsa,
Bachata and Cumbia & practice basic
routines. Please register by sending an
email to: gk4393@ontariokofc.ca

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
THANKSGIVING FOoD DRIVE
SEPT 23/25 & SEPT 30/0OcCT 1

WEEKENDS
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Thanksgiving is fast approaching! As we reflect upon the
many blessings God has given us, let us remember the less
fortunate. This year we are again collecting non-perishable
food items. Please bring your donations of canned foods,
cereals, pasta, rice, flour, baby food, coffee etc. to the
church. Your donations enable the Georgina Food Bank to
assist the hungry in their community. Please make any
financial donations in the form of a cheque made payable
to: Georgina Community Food Pantry.

Thank you for your support of this important program.

The CWL White Elephant Sale will be held the weekend
of Sept 30-Oct 1%. See the information table for more
information.




Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

Baygreen

Pharmacy

The Family Pharmacy
Voted Best Pharmacy 2004
Thornhill & Richmond Hill
FREE PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY
8 Green Lane 905-889-9461

Remember...
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Let our advertisers )l
know you saw \\“)
their ad here. !

PAUL
ZAMMIT
REAL ESTATE LTD., BROKERAGE

905-881-2181
WWW.ZAMMIT.COM

THE PERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE vour BusINEss!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
1-800-268-2637
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Experience Inspired
Senior Living

Book Your Tour Today!
(905) 738-0905
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"“'\_m [ REHABILITATION CENTRE
Dr. Ricky Leung Ph99:'76‘:'381t8
: ysiotherapy * Acupuncture
Denti Stry Orthotics * Massage

Trust us with your smile

2900 Steeles Ave. E. Suite 201
(2nd Floor Shops on
Steeles/Hwy 404)

905-881-3434

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

1500 Steeles Ave. W.,
Thornhill, ON L4J 4H6
FourElmsRetirement.com

Luke Tsang
#204 - 8220 Bayview Ave

........................ e www.dynamicrecovery.ca
o M R Auto Service
&_5 . Ringo Wong
. % Owner/Parishioner
SEOPPlIIDQ English, Cantonese & Mandarin spoken
ocally 60 Green Lane
Saves Gas

Cell 416-616-6888
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Tuesday is Senior's Day!
! Enjoy 10% off any regular priced item! '
: Located in the Bayview Glen Plaza '
just North of the 407
#17 8750 Bayview Ave. Richmond Hill :

905-597-1099
www.mmfoodmarket.com

Please check out our full weekly flyer on
our webite and on Flip.

Highland Funeral Home

Because family matters!
905-887—8600 * highlandfuneralhome.ca/markham

y . CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
J L FUNERAL SERVICES
%[Lé* In keeping with your Catholic faith
-| |- www.catholic-cemeteries.com
-‘ " Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home
905-889-7467

Irs
WISE.,

ADVERTISE!

MORRISON AND PAYNE

Barristers and Solicitors
John D. Morrison
Parishioner
Corporate/Commercial
Commercial Litigation
| Commercial & Residential Real Fstate
Wills and Estate Planning & Administration
505 Consumers Rd, Suite 1005
416-224-9968

www.morrisonandpayne.com

o« KNIGHTS
%Y’ OF COLUMBUS’

Become an Online Member kofc.org/joinus
Roque Pinto 416-662-6573  stlukekoc4393@gmail.com

O Desjardins
Insurance
Dan Vacca
Agent
Save up to 30% on insurance
905-707-1600

S\ ST. MICHAEL'S
§ COLLEGE SCHOOL

#4¥  Under the direction of the Basilian Fathers

Grades 7 to 12

University preparatory

APPLYSMCS.COM

www.danvacca.ca
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