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May the Blessings of this
Holy Season be with you Always.
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Solemnity of Mary — Holy Mother of God

SOLEMNITY OF
MARY, MOTHER

OF GOD

January 1st

Today we celebrate the Motherhood of Mary, an aspect of
the life of Our Lady that many of us can relate to. In today’s
Gospel, shepherds visit Mary, Joseph, and Jesus and reveal
to them that Jesus is the Messiah. Mary ponders this. She
has known from the beginning who Jesus is, but now he is a
newborn, her own child lying serenely beside her. She may
not really know what “messiah” means for him and for their
family. She could have been worried. She could have
immediately started to plan for all eventualities. We all
might have done these things, however Mary recognizes
that God’s plan is a beautiful gift. She looks to the future
with peace and confidence, despite not knowing all that it
holds. She can do this because she trusts God and gives him
his rightful place — as the one in control of the future.
Contemplating the future can be scary. God has a plan for
each of us, but he unfolds it little by little. None of us
knows the full picture or implications. Let us pray to have
Mary’s trust, peace and confidence as we contemplate the
year ahead.

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday Intentions of Sandra Lee
Tuesday Soul of John Thomas Nugent
Intentions of Nelia Pablico-Dela Vega
Soul of Roza da Camera
Soul of Steven Schmoll
Soul of Rose Reinhold
Soul of Leo Ceolin
Wednesday  Soul of Vicente Del Rosario
Thursday Soul of Patricia Sullivan
Friday Soul of Romulo Tibor

PRAYER REQUEST LINE
905 881-2786 ext. 250

Please pray for the sick in our community.
May the healing power of God touch their hearts and
ease their burdens especially: Maria DiRienzo, Donna
Shen, Marie McCarron, Rosaria Lee, Magdalene Ki,
Tita Mateo, Marie Ceolin, Justin & Teddy Givens,
Victoria Chimenti, Nelia Pablico Dela Vega and Luc
Balogun

Mary Our Faithful Mother

Mary was and will be for all time, an authentic follower of
the Christ. In the same way the humanity of Jesus obeyed
his mother, the humanity of Mary obeyed her divine Son.
She is and will be for all people of goodwill, a genuine holy
person whose sanctity lies simply in her humble love for
God. Unlike other sages, there are no enigmatic “words of
wisdom” nor dramatic “acts of heroism.”

She lived an ordinary life under the same conditions of
difficulty in which we struggle with our own, yet she faced
these conditions with an extraordinary trust and spiritual
maturity worth emulating in the midst of our troubled
world. She is a saint anybody can imitate and follow.

Mary is also a silent saint. Though scant in detail, the
Gospel stories indicate the character of a unique woman
who thinks quietly, and acts quietly. In spite of the silence,
her deep love for God is evident, for her actions always
signify the presence in her heart of a nurtured and intimate
relationship with the Spirit, a relationship founded on
faithfulness to God’s will, even if at times it cannot be fully
understood.

She is a saint everybody should imitate and follow. May
you therefore be guided by these seven principles in
following Mary:

1) Meditate regularly on the goodness of God, so that we
are wholly conditioned to a complete trust in his will, and to
the certainty that whatever he desires or allows to happen
for us, will be for our own good.

2) Like the Virgin Mary, we ought to commit ourselves to
the careful observance of the teachings and example of our
Lord Jesus Christ. She followed her Son, not fully
comprehending the scale and purposes of his mission, yet
she loyally remained at his side, until the end.

3) Like the Apostle John, let us accept Mary as our own
spiritual mother, sharing in her joys and sorrows, not only
for the sacrifice and glorification of her Son, but also for the
sufferings and renewal of our world.

4) In the same way Mary searched for the boy Jesus in the
Temple, so should we also search for him in the confusion
and complexities of our human condition.

5) Remain in the protection of the Holy Spirit, that we may
be guided to a mindful listening and reflection on the plans
of God. May we always ponder with great care what he
wishes us to think and do for his kingdom.

6) In the same way Mary struggled to care for Elizabeth in
spite of her own burdens, so should we persevere in a
patient and charitable service of those in need.

7) Be ever hopeful that a life of honest and humble service
for the kingdom of God will culminate in a sharing of
heavenly eternity with the Beloved! This is a solemn
promise.

John Humphries, adapted from post by Br. Jess Matias.



January 1, 2023

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Today, New Year’s Day, we begin the year with the Feast
of Mary, Mother of God. We come into the New Year with
the hope that things will continue to get better. It is our faith
that gives us hope and Mary is a model of faith. Let us pray
to her when we feel doubt and ask her to lead us to her son
Jesus our Lord.
Padre Pio said “Pray, Hope, Don’t Worry, Have Faith”.
If we say to the Lord, as Mary did, your will be done, we
can face anything with hope, for our Lord will be with us
and our Mother will protect us each day.

Happy New Year & God Bless

Fr. Mark

Merry Christmas from the York Catholic DSB

Dear Parishioners of St. Luke’s Parish,

As | start a new term as your Catholic School Trustee, |
want to introduce myself and thank you for your support.
Catholic Education is a great gift for Ontario’s faithful and |
am grateful to those who have registered as Catholic school
supporters.

At Christmas, we get to see how joyous the integration of
home, school and parish can be. There is always great
excitement when the clergy celebrate Advent Masses in the
parish schools. Many parents/guardians come into the
schools for special faith-filled Christmas activities. And |
am so proud of our schools’ generosity in organizing food
drives, warm clothing donations and raising funds for
Catholic charities.

Merry Christmas to you all! I hope you feel the warmth of
knowing that Christ so loves us that he came into the world
to be one with us.

Yours in Christ,
Carol Cotton
Trustee, Markham Area 1

ALPHA at St. Luke’s
Starting February 23" 2023
Sign-up Weekend Jan14™/ Jan 15%

e

)

What is Alpha? Alpha for Catholics is an opportunity
to explore life’s most important questions, the
meaning of life and the basics of the Christian faith
in a friendly, open and informal environment.

St. Luke's community welcomes you to join usin a
series of interactive onlinevideo sessions wherewe
can engage in conversations about faith, lifeand
lesus.

Date: February23™to May 11t
Time: Weekly each Thursday @ 7:30 pm

Allare welcome! Mayall whocomeas Guests, leave
as Friends.

For further details, please contact the St. Luke's
Alphateam at stlukesalphaseries@gmail.com

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTIONS

First

Friday Next Friday, January 6th is the first
Hak Friday of the month so there will be a
M,H}: one hour Adoration and Benediction of

the Blessed Sacrament beginning at
9:30am. All are invited to come and
spend one hour with Jesus.

FIRST SATURDAY - Janaury 7, 2023
Please join us Saturday, January 8™ for First Saturday mass
beginning at 8:30 am.

With thanks & appreciation for the thoughtful gifts and
warm Christmas & New Year wishes we have received
at the parish. God Bless you all as we begin 2023!
Fr. Mark, Fr. Wen, Fr. John & the parish staff.




Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

Baygreen

Pharmacy

The Family Pharmacy
Voted Best Pharmacy 2004
Thornhill & Richmond Hill
FREE PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY
8 Green Lane 905-889-9461

Jo Carroll

Sales Representative
Parishioner

People come first & it shows!

Cell 416-805-4479
carroll_jo@hotmail.com
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Shopping
Locally
Saves Gas

RAMONA'S
KilCHEN

breakfast lunch

Chapel
Ridge

FUNERAL HOME

& CREMATION CENTRE

EXPANDED FACILITY
NOW OPEN!

905-305-8508

8911 Woodbine Avenue
Markham, ON L3R 5G1
www.chapelridgefh.com

Family owned by Eric
& Susanne Tappenden

eat

well!
dinner

7355 Bayview Ave. (Longwoods Plaza)
905 597 9220 www.ramonaskitchen.com

W
Dr. Ricky Leung
Dentistry

Trust us with your smile

2900 Steeles Ave. E. Suite 201
(2nd Floor Shops on
Steeles/Hwy 404)

905-881-3434

Remember...

Let our advertisers
know you saw QO j
their ad here.

DYNAMIC @

RECOVERY!E

REHABILITATION CENTRE
905-764-3818

Physiotherapy * Acupuncture
Orthotics * Massage

Luke Tsang

#204 - 8220 Bayview Ave
www.dynamicrecovery.ca

o)

M R Auto Service
Ringo Wong
Owner/Parishioner
English, Cantonese &
Mandarin spoken
60 Green Lane Bus 905-707-1763
Cel 416-616-6888
WWWw.mr-auto-service.com

F O OD

™
A RKET

Tuesday is Senior's Day!

Located in the Bayview Glen Plaza
just North of the 407
#17 8750 Bayview Ave. Richmond Hill

905-597-1099

www.mmfoodmarket.com

Please check out our full weekly flyer on
our webite and on Flip.

! Enjoy 10% off any regular priced item! '
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74\ Highland Funeral Home

Markha Chapel

by Arbor Memorial

Because family matters!

905-887—8600 * highlandfuneralhome.ca/markham

THE PERFECT
6 SPOT

, "AADVERHSE

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE
PLEASE CALL

1-800-268-2637
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CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES
In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home

905-889-7467

§f -

LOPENA GLASS
& MIRRORLTD,

Frameless Shower Door
& Railings Expert
FOR FREE ESTIMATE:

CALL
647-923-1488

MORRISON AND PAYNE

Barristers and Solicitors
John D. Morrison
Parishioner
Corporate/Commercial
Commercial Litigation

Commercial & Residential Real Estate |

Wills and Estate Planning & Adminitration
505 Consumers Rd, Suite 1005

416-224-9968

www.morrisonandpayne.com

WO\ ST. MICHAEL'S
"M COLLEGE SCHOOL

he direction of the Basilian Fathers

Grades 7 to 12
University preparatory

APPLYSMCS.COM

2w KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS’

Become an Online Member kofc.org/join
Fletcher Pereira 647-707-7118

stlukekoc4393@gmail.com

O Desjardins
Insurance
Dan Vacca
Agent
Save up to 30% on insurance
905-707-1600

www.danvacca.ca

35





