St. LuKe's Parish

39 Green Lane, Thornhill, Ontario L3T 6K5  Tel: 905-881-2786
Website: https://stlukesth.archtoronto.ory Email: st.lukesparish(@rogers.com

Pastor: Fr. Mark Van Patten - Ext. 222
Associate Pastor: Fr. Wenceslao Abalos - Ext. 227
Secretary: Lois Henderson - Ext. 221
Pastoral Associate: John Humphries - Ext 226
Parish Social Ministry Coordinator: Natalie Doucet - Ext 235
Lay Pastoral Associate:Antoinette Agostinelli - Ext 233
Youth Minister - Alan Lee Hoy - 232

Masses: Saturday - 5:00 P.M.

Sunday - 8:45, 10:30 and 12:15 P.M.

Mon., Wed., Thu., Fri. - 8:00 A.M., Tue. - 7:00 P.M.
Devotions to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Tuesday - 7:00 P.M.
Confessions: Saturday 4:00-4:45 P.M. and Tuesday after Devotions
Office hours: Monday to Friday 8:30-4:00 905-881-2786

PARISH St. Anthony's St. Rene Goupil/St. Luke St. Robert C.H.S. Saint John Paul Il

SCHOOLS: 141 Kirk Dr. 135 Green Lane 8101 Leslie St. 155 Red Maple Rd.
Thornhill Thornhill Thornhill Richmond Hill L4B 4P9
905-889-7420  905-881-2300 905-889-4982 905-709-3134/709-3136

For more information on Catholic education in our community or to reach your local school board trustee,
contact the York Catholic District School Board at 905-713-2711 or www.ycdsb.ca

PLEASE KEEP US UP TO DATE; COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING & PUT IN COLLECTION BASKET

New Parishioner [ Envelopes [ Change of Address [ Moving out of Parish [
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Third Sunday of Advent

On this Third Sunday of Advent, also known as Gaudete
(Rejoice) Sunday, it is a time to light the pink candle on the
advent wreath. This day reminds us of the joy that is to
come and the hope we have as we await the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. The readings for Gaudete Sunday deal
with rejoicing in the Lord as well as the mission of John the
Baptist and his connection with Advent.

In his 2014 Gaudete Sunday homily, Pope Francis said that
Gaudete Sunday is known as the "Sunday of Joy", and that
instead of fretting about "all they still haven't” done to
prepare for Christmas, people should "think of all the good
things life has given you."

The theologian Henri Nouwen writes that joy is not the
same as happiness. We can be unhappy about many things,
but joy can still be there because it comes from the
knowledge of God’s unconditional love for us. Joy does not
simply happen to us, it is a choice we make every day based
on the knowledge that we belong to God and have found
God in our refuge and our safety and that nothing, not even
death, can take God away from us.

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday Soul of Elsa Ballesteros
Tuesday Soul of Evelyn Alde
Soul of Dexter Sarmiento
Soul of Julian Pefioso
Soul of Alice Van Patten
Soul of Ita Sutikno
Wednesday Soul of Susana Kim
Thursday Soul of Roger West
Friday Soul of John Frederick Jack Wilson

May the sick and the suffering in our community
place their trust in Jesus, the Divine Healer, who
brings comfort and peace to all who believe,
especially: Ave Warren, Brian Dorrian, Tony da Camara
Jr., Tracey Hutchinson, Kevin Arcand, Jairus Papio,
Grant Kennedy, Ashling Reilly, Timothy Hourigan,
Nicholas Lepone and Elona

PRAYER REQUEST LINE
905 881-2786 ext. 250

Il Presepio / The Christmas Manger

In the 13th century, Saint Francis of Assisi originated the
practice of depicting the Nativity scene. Francis wanted to
bring to life the story of the birth of Baby Jesus. Prior to
that time, there were paintings of the Nativity known from
as far back as the year 380 C.E. But Francis wanted to
recreate in a natural environment the scene of the birth of
Christ in Bethlehem with real live characters of his time. He
invited people to participate and to recreate the scene. In a
little town of Greccio, Francis built a stable with a manger
and some straw. He added a living Madonna, Joseph and
shepherds. He had actual live cattle, sheep and donkeys; the
animals that, as the story goes, once warmed the infant
Jesus with their breath.

This tradition continues to this day in some churches
throughout Italy. They are called "Presepi viventi" or
"Living Mangers or Creches". It can be as simple as a stable
with only the major figures or as elaborate as with all the
live animals, shepherds and Magi. However, most common
in today's homes, the Presepio or Mangers are recreated by
using a small wooden stable and small-painted plastic
figurines.

In some homes in Italy, the manger scene serves as the
center of the family Christmas tradition and children play an
important part in setting up the manger. For some, this is an
annual ritual of unpacking the statues, tell a story about the
figures unpacked, such as the shepherd with his sheep, and
remember what he was doing on that special night so many
years ago when they heard Angels singing with the good
news of the birth of a child. Or of the Magi who followed
the star from their own far away land to Bethlehem.

In any culture at Christmas, however, it is the heart and the
spirit that must prepare to receive the newness of Jesus.
Advent gives us a chance to clean our spiritual house, and
eliminate the excesses and ugliness so that we can be clean
and open to God's Word. What needs to be removed or
cleansed in our hearts and lives so Jesus can be welcomed
in our hearts and home? The Manger is where Jesus was
born, and we are the mangers where he lives.

One activity for the family can be setting up a manger scene
together. Having the children help with putting together the
Nativity Scene and at the same time talk about each figure
and its significance to the Nativity. Encouraging the
children to talk about the role that each character played,
how they may have felt, and where they fit in the overall
picture. And if Jesus was born today, who might be in the
Nativity scene and why? Place the manger in a prominent
place in your home and gather to pray over the manger
Adapted from Camels, Carols, Crosses and Crowns by
Shiela Kielly and Sheila Geraghty

Antoinette



December 15, 2019

AHl

and Dlgssed
ristma

ST. LUKE’S CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve — Tues. December 24™
4:00 p.m.with pageant, 8:00 p.m., and 12 midnight

** Our choirs will welcome parishioners % hour before
each Christmas Eve mass

Christmas Day — Wed. December 25™
10:30 a.m., and 12:15 p.m.
New Year’s Eve — Tues. December 31
5:00 p.m. Mass
New Year’s Day — Wed. January 1%
10:30 a.m., and 12:15 p.m.

Please note there will not be an 8:00 a.m. mass on
Dec. 24" or Dec. 31

NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER DANCE
Now is the time to start planning for your New Year’s Eve
celebration! We are continuing our tradition of having a
dinner/dance at a very affordable price. The evening begins
at 7:00 pm with hors d’oeuvres while you are settling in and
socializing with your family and parish friends. At 8:00,
you will be served your choice of Prime Rib of Beef or
Chicken with all the trimmings. Dancing follows to the
music of the DJ Greg Benoit so bring your requests!
Champagne and party favours are included in your ticket.
There will be door prizes and a bar to purchase your drinks
of choice. Tickets will be on sale this weekend. The whole
family is invited! Prices are: Adults $45 Seniors $30
Children 11 and under $20.For further information contact
Greg at greg.benoit@rogers.com or at 647-296-6851.

CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Monday morning December 23" we will be decorating the
church for Christmas and are looking for volunteers to help.
This is a good time for students to earn hours!
Please contact Lois in the office if you can assist.

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY MASS

Children, if you are in grades 2-12 you invited to sing in the
children’s choir and perform in the pageant for the family
mass on Christmas Eve. This very special event enables you
to help us all celebrate the joy found in this holy season.
All abilities are most welcome. The choir and pageant will
hold rehearsals on Sunday afternoons.

Thank you!

ST.VINCENT de PAUL - Christmas Food Drive
THANK YOU to Our Generous Parishioners!
As you know, your food donations go to the Georgina
Community Food Pantry. Your generosity is sincerely
appreciated and important to the work of the Pantry.
Also our Christmas Basket program was, again, a huge
success in helping many families in our own parish
community celebrate the Christmas season.
God Bless You

GOOD SHEPHERD CASSAROLES
Just a reminder that the Tuna Casseroles are
due on Sunday December 29™ (last Sunday of
the month). Thanks for your support.

CHILDREN - TREE DECORATING!

As we journey through the Advent season, we would like
the children of our parish to help us decorate the two
Christmas trees in the narthex.

Handmade decorations are most welcomed! Our theme?
“What Christmas Means to Me”

ROSARY BEFORE THE 5:00PM MASS
Come pray the Rosary each Saturday evening before the
5:00 mass. Beginning on December 14™ at 4:30 we will
pray the Rosary for peace in our world. Our Blessed Mother
has assured us that through the power of the Rosary,
miracles can be accomplished. Let us listen to her.

The Rosary before the 8:45 mass will continue to be
available.

FINAL CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 2019/2020
PARENT INFORMATION SESSION

If your child will be receiving the Sacrament of

Confirmation in the year 2020 and you have not attended a

parent information session yet, there will be a final session

in our parish hall on Tuesday, January 7, 2020 at 7:45 pm

(following mass).

Please see our website for further details. You can also

register at: http://bit.ly/StLukesConfirmation2020

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Alan Lee Hoy

Email: stlukesthym@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS COFFEE SOCIAL
Please join us in the parish hall after all masses next
Sunday, December 22™ as we celebrate
Fr. Mark’s 60" birthday!




Liturgical Publications

Baygreen Pharmacy
The Family Pharmacy
Voted Best Pharmacy 2004
Thornhill & Richmond Hill
FREE PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY
8 Green Lane 905-889-9461

Jo Carroll

Sales Representative
Parishioner
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905-731-3248
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905-889-9330
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Your Community
Realty Brokerage

THE

Tony Pucci - Parishioner

TLC Landscaping

Lawn Maintenance * Landscaping * Snow Removal

— We Clear the Snow at St. Luke's —

3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

416-433-2423 |}

VIOLIN LESSONS

*Member of the York Symphony
*Years of teaching experience
*RCM exam prep
*Private lessons for
students of all ages
*Small chamber ensembles
also available for events
Kevin Leung 416-720-9041

7787 Yonge St.
905.731.5827

www. TheOrchidFlorist.com

\

Broker

*RE/MAX

SELLING/BUYING
For Personal
Service always
call MARY,

A PARISHIONER
Real Estate Sales since 1977

Dentistry

Trust us with your smile

2900 Steeles Ave. E. Suite 201
(2nd Floor Shops on
Steeles/Hwy 404)

905-881-3434

NuTech Auto/Superior Tire
Tony Papetti
Alignment & Balancing ® Emission Repairs * Tires All Brands ® Oil & Lube ¢ Tune Ups
Save 10% off mechanical repairs with ad
nutechautocentre. mechanicnet.com 385 John St. 905.764.1440

muirmary@gmail.com

905-889-6491
416-491-4002

*Crossroads Realty Inc., Brokerage

)
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Church Supplles Religious Books & Gifts
41 6- 690 4777
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DEBORAH L. COHEN-BENUDIZ B.Sc., D. (h
Chiropodist/Foot Speclallst
Custom Foot Orthotics  Orthopedic Footwear
Heel Pain and Arch Disorders - Compression Stockings

Ringo Wong -

o)

/ OF COLUMBUS

IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.

ST LUKE'S COUNCIL 4393 WE INVITE NEW MEMBERS CALL JOSEPH AZAVEDO 647-295-1985

THEPERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE vour BusINESs!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
1-800-268-2637

Markham Chapel

DYNAMIC

RECOVERY!E

REHABILITATION CENTRE

Arbor Memarial Inc.

M R Auto Service

English, Cantonese & Mandarin spoken

60 Green Lane Bus 905-707-1763 Cel 416-616-6888
WWW.Mmr-auto-service.com

\ Highland Funeral Home

Sports Medicine « Diabetic Screening and Footcare, Corns,
Calluses, Warts Nail Problems, Ingrown Nail Surgery
Thomhill Square 300 John St. # 273 ifixft.ca
905-764-3668 & 905-764-FO0T
Free Parking | Evening/Weekend Appts. | No Referral Necessary
Covered Under Most Health Care Plans

Owner/Parishioner

Because family matters!
905-887-8600 ® highlandfuneralhome.ca/markham
J L CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES

In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home 905-889-7467

905-764-3818

Physiotherapy
Acupuncture
Orthotics
Massage Luke

Tsang i

#204 - 8220 Bayview Ave

P DENTI STRY]

GreenlLane

Inwsallgn
In-House Crowns
Implants
Cosmetic Treatments & more

Mon 85 Tue 8-8
Thur 9-5  Fri-Sat 8-1

905-886-3770

8 Green Lane

www.dynamicrecovery.ca

f!MME

| have the right
mortgage solution for
your unique situation

Monika Tjota
647-867-1409

Mortgage Agent
It's all about YOU!

Mortgage Edge FSCO #10680

INJURY LITIGATION LAWYERS
Dianna Morello
905.660.7950

Little Morello Vettese Segreto LLP
1111 Creditstone Road | Vaughan

Robert Bianchi

KHOSRAVANI, Broker
Preferred
Rate For
Parishioners
416.276.6960

Homelife Bayview Realty Inc. Brokerage
""" 905-889-2200

Mortgage Agent M18002634

416.891.7589

blendpro@outlook.com
www.mtgarc.ca/robertbianchi

Remember...
Let our advertisers

know you saw
their ad here.

LMVS.ca

Le Club Child Care Program
CHILDREN COME FIRST

Summer Camp FPrograms Available Throughout York Region!

July 2 - August 23/19

Summer Camp hours from 9:00-3:30 p.m.
Extended Day Summer Camp hours
from 7 a.m.-9 p.m. & 3:30-6:00 p.m.
Healthy Lunches, Weekly Field Trips and Water fun!!

Early Bird Special: Pay Before May 17/19
and save the $25 Registration Fee!
Multi-Sibling Discount Available

www.le-club.ca 905-5861-865865
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Best Prices Everyday!
Welcomes parishioners of St. Luke's
300 John St. 905-886-0983

R.S.KANE

FUNERAL HOME
Serving The Community

MORRISON AND PAYNE
Barristers and Solicitors
John D. Morrison

Parishioner
Corporate/Commercial
Commercial Litigation

Commercial & Residential Real Estate

Wills and Estate Planning & Administration

505 Consumers Road, Suite 1005

416-224-9968
www.morrisonandpayne.com

PAUL ZAMMIT
REAL ESTATE LTD., BROKERAGE
905-881-2181 ZAMMIT.COM

Marlowe Restaurant
BANQUET FACILITIES

Call
1-800-268-2637
for this space

Baptisms, Engagements,
Rehearsals, Confirmations,
Showers, Weddings

905-771-8645
events@themarlowe.ca

Since 1950
6150 Yonge Street
Toronto, Ontario
M2M 3W9

Tel: 416-221-1159
info@rskane.ca

www.rskane.ca

EDUARDO
GLASS SERVICES

Shower Door Installations
Mirror, Railings
FOR FREE ESTIMATE:
CALL 647-923-1488

Essential Oils - You are so WORTH it!

Chemical-free Lifestyle, Better Sleep, Healthier Skin
Immune System Support, Emotional Balance

Get Your Premium Starter Kit Today!
Lynda - 416-949-5710

. EENEE ‘ www.get-oiling.com 905-707-1600 w
O | _“:ial,a - T — www.danvacca.ca

O Desjardins
Insurance
Dan Vacca
Agent
Save up to 30%
on insurance

300 John St. Suite 274






