St. LuKe's Parish

39 Green Lane, Thornhill, Ontario L3T 6K5  Tel: (905) 881-2786
Website: https://stlukesth.archtoronto.ory Email: st.lukesparish(@rogers.com

Sl

Pastor: Fr. Mark Van Patten - Ext. 222
Associate Pastor: Fr. Wenceslao Abalos - Ext. 227
Secretary: Anne Amore, Lois Henderson - Ext. 221
Pastoral Associate: John Humphries - Ext 226
Parish Social Ministry Coordinator: Natalie Doucet - Ext 235
Lay Pastoral Associate:Antoinette Agostinelli - Ext 233
Youth Minister: Greg Garda - Ext. 232

Masses: Saturday - 5:00 P.M.

Sunday - 8:45, 10:30 and 12:15 P.M.

Mon., Wed., Thu., Fri. - 8:00 A.M., Tue. - 7:00 P.M.
Devotions to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Tuesday - 7:00 P.M.
Confessions: Saturday 4:00-4:45 P.M. and Tuesday after Devotions
Office hours: Monday to Friday 8:30-4:00 (905) 881-2786

PARISH St. Anthony's St. Rene Goupil/St. Luke St. Robert C.H.S. Saint John Paul Il

SCHOOLS: 141 Kirk Dr. 135 Green Lane 8101 Leslie St. 155 Red Maple Rd.
Thornhill Thornhill Thornhill Richmond Hill L4B 4P9
(905) 889-7420 (905) 881-2300 (905) 889-4982 (905) 709-3134/709-3136

For more information on Catholic education in our community or to reach your local school board trustee,
contact the York Catholic District School Board at (905) 713-2711 or www.ycdsb.ca

PLEASE KEEP US UP TO DATE; COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING & PUT IN COLLECTION BASKET

New Parishioner [ For Envelopes, please contact usher [] Change of Address [ Moving out of Parish [
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Palm Sunday

Halm Srudayp

The passion of Christ helps us realise that there no outsiders
where suffering is concerned. Entering into the painful
sadness of ordinary happenings in everyday life calls for the
taking up of our own cross with patience, acceptance and
love. It makes us realise that we cannot avoid the pain and
suffering that come our way. No one escapes the cross. We
might try to avoid it, refuse to accept it or rebel against it,
but we cannot remove it.

The great message of this week is that our destiny is bound
up with that of Christ’s. To all who are willing to take up
their cross and follow him on the road that leads from
darkness into light, from despair to hope and from death to
everlasting life.

Mass Intenfions

Monday Soul of Winifred McKenzie

Tuesday Souls of Susan Fashaw and
Anna Cristinzo

Wednesday Souls in Purgatory & deceased members
of FOSS

Thursday Soul of Con Conway

Friday Good Friday

PRAYER REQUEST LINE
905 881-2786 ext. 250

WHITE ELEPHANT SALE
APRIL 21/22 — ST. LUKE’S PARISH
HALL

Please bring any items you wish to donate to the parish hall
by April 19™.

LEARNING TO SUFFER LIKE JESUS
IS SUFFERING PROOF THAT GOD DOESN’T EXIST?

A couple of weeks ago | was reading an atheist author. On his
website he argued that if God exists and if he is loving, then he
wouldn’t allow suffering. In a separate article he argued that the
universe is a result of indifferent laws of nature; therefore,
categories of good and evil are subjective. This is a common
“intellectual” argument posed against the existence of God.
Without realizing it he undermined his own position. If we are all
accidental products of nature, then suffering is just the way things
are. Suffering is neither good nor bad because nature is indifferent
so those categories can’t exist. Imagine telling someone who’s
fighting cancer that their life is meaningless and nature has just
gotten the best of them? That’s just being out of touch with
reality. Luckily, because God does exist, we are not mere
accidents and our suffering is not meaningless.

God entering into our suffering.

“Fine, God does exist, but since he allows suffering he must not
care,” you might be thinking. This is why it is important that we
focus on today’s gospel. Today’s Gospel is Mark’s account of
Jesus Christ’s passion (suffering). There are two things we need to
pay attention to: 1) Who Jesus is and 2) how he is responding to
suffering.

First, in today’s second reading, St. Paul writes to the Philippians
that “though he [Jesus] was in the form of God...emptied himself,
taking on the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.
And being found in human form he humbled himself and became
obedient unto death, even death on a cross” (2:6-8).

Jesus is God. He didn’t have to abandon the comforts of heaven to
take on human nature. But he did. More importantly he didn’t just
passively exist, but he obediently took on unjust suffering and
death. What does this mean for you and me? Like a loving father,
God has shown that he is willing to take on suffering himself and
suffer alongside of us. This is what the crucifixes in our churches
remind us of.

Suffering like Jesus
As | reflect on today’s Gospel, Jesus also teaches me how to face
suffering. First, pray. Before his passion Jesus spends hours
praying in the garden of Gethsemane (Mk 14:32-42). He even
prays that he might be relieved of the forthcoming suffering
(v.35). God knows the past and the future and his mind cannot be
changed, so what’s the point of Christ’s prayer? The point of
prayer is to have our perspective of a situation aligned with God’s
perspective. After Jesus asks his Father to relieve him of the
suffering he prays, “yet, not what | want, but what you want”
(v.36). God’s perspective of reality is not limited like ours. He is
able to use a moment of suffering to bring about something much
greater than that single moment, like the Resurrection.
This of course is not meant to be an exhaustive reflection on
suffering. For further reflection | encourage you to read Christ’s
Passion and pay close attention to Jesus and Mary’s reactions.
Second, | encourage you to pick up the book Why Suffering by
Vince Vitale and Ravi Zacharias.

Have a great Holy Week!

Greg Garda, Youth Minister
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) HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
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Holy Thursday Mass of Our Lord’s Supper
Thursday, March 29th 7:30 pm
Washing of the Feet

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament until 11:30 pm

Good Friday Service
Friday, March 30th

Children’s Way of the Cross 10:30 am
Liturgy of the Passion of Our Lord 3:00 pm
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil Mass

Saturday, March 31st 8:00 pm

(includes Baptism, 1* Communion & Confirmation of adult
candidates)

Easter Sunday Mass

Sunday, April 1st 8:45; 10:30 am & 12:15 pm
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INTERNATIONAL NIGHT
SAT, APRIL 7" - 6:00 PM - PARISH HAL L

Our International Night will be held on Saturday, April
7" 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Tickets will be on sale
after all the masses March 17/18 & March 24/25. $10.00
for adults and $5.00 for children under 12.

The Social Committee requests that you bring in a food dish
from your country of origin along with your ticket.

Anyone wishing to provide entertainment during the
evening or for more information please contact

Shaila D*Sousa Tel: 905-707-9248; E-mail
THANK You!'l! %

shailaflavy@hotmail.com
from SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL and

GEORGINA FOOD BANK
To everyone who donated so generously to our Easter
Food Drive. We had another great collection! Saint
Vincent de Paul also wishes to thank those who donate
at our poor boxes. You make it possible for us to give
food vouchers to needy people right here in Thornhill,
to help our twin in the Dominican Republic & support
the Society’s Special Works in the GTA — shelters for
abused women, homes for the developmentally
handicapped and those with mental health issues,
recovery homes for addicts, supportive housing
etc.(www.svdptoronto.org).

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR
6 Monday Evening Sessions 7:30 to 9:30 PM

April 9 April 30
April 16 May 7
April 23 May 14

Registration forms are available at the Parish Lobby or visit
our website: https://stlukesth.archtoronto.org to print the
registration form.

Please submit your completed registration in the Parish
Office, or drop it in the dropbox at the Parish lobby, or
email a copy to joags@rogers.com by April 1, 2018. Open
to all adults 19 yrs. and above.

The Life In Spirit Seminar (LSS) is a seminar designed as
an introduction to a life lived in the power of the Holy
Spirit. It provides an opportunity for people to find out more
about that life, and to be helped in taking the first steps
towards a new relationship with the Jesus. For those who
are not Christiand at all, they can serve as an introduction to
Christianity and a time to make a first commitment to Jesus
Christ. For those who are already Christians, they offer
help in finding a fuller release of the Holy Spirit to live a
deeper Christian life.

This seminar is a series of talks and discussions which take
place over a period of six weeks. In the fourth week of the
seminar, there is an opportunity for people to be prayed
with and to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. The three weeks
before that time are devoted to an explanation of the basic
Christian message of salvation and of what it means to be
baptized in the Spirit. During the final two weeks, the
teaching is oriented towards further growth in the life of the
spirit.

We encourage you take this first step towards a deeper
relationship with Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit
that is in you.

“Renew in our day, O Lord, your wonders as in a new
Pentecost” — Pope John Pau Il

“Share with all in the Church the grace of the Baptism in the
Holy Spirit” — Pope Francis

2018 CHING MING REMEMBRANCE
MASS

The 2018 Ching Ming Remembrance Mass will be held in
the Holy Family Mausoleum at Holy Cross Catholic
Cemetery in Thornhill on Saturday, April 7" at 2:00 pm.
The Mass will be in Cantonese and Mandarin with support
of the Chinese Pastoral Council of the Archdiocese of
Toronto. For further details, please see the poster in the
lobby.
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LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

I Baygreen Pharmacy|N.A.C. APPLIANCE
The Family Pharmacy REPAIRS & INSTALLATIONS

Voted Best Pharmacy 2004 Washers, Dryers, Dishwashers

Thornhill & Richmond Hil Stoves, Fridges, Freezers

FREE PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY TONY CHUCK

8 Green Lane 905-889-9461 Bus: 905-475-6918

CLIFFWOOD
PHARMACY

15% Seniors Discount Where Applicable
FREE DELIVERY
3885 Don Mills Rd. 416-494-3770

MARY MUIR

Broker

*RE/MAX
SELLING/BUYING

Jo Carroll VIOLIN LESSONS

Sales Representative *Member of the York Symphony
Parishioner *Years of teaching experience
People comefirst | *RCM exam prer;
gitshows! || *Private lessons for
: students of all ages
Residence *Small chamber ensembles
eI EVILY | also available for events
Office

i For Personal
7787 Yonge St. Shopping Service always
905.731.5827 S Local(l;y call MARY,
www. TheOrchidFlorist.com aves Gas PARISHIONER

Real Estate Sales since 1977
muirmary@gmail.com

905-731-6847
416-491-4002

*Crossroads Realty Inc., Brokerage

NuTech Auto

Tony Papetti
Alignment & Balancing ® Emission Repairs * Tires All Brands ® Oil & Lube ¢ Tune Ups
Save 10% off mechanical repairs with ad
nutechautocentre.com 385 John St. 905.764.1440

Kevin Leung 416-720-9041
905-889-9330

" l

E\LELLE\ E

Your Community
Realty Brokerage

ROYAL LEPAGE
| S—

: @VILLANOVA Heewvoes

FOOTCARE AND ORTHOTIC CENTRE
DEBORAH L. COHEN-BENUDIZ B.Sc., D.Ch.
Chiropodist/Foot Specialist
Custom Foot Orthotics - Orthopedic Footwear
Heel Pain and Arch Disorders
Compression Stockings « Sports Medicine
Diabetic Screening and Footcare
Corns, Calluses, Warts Nail Problems
Ingrown Nail Surgery
Thornhill Square 300 John St. # 273
www.ifixft.ca
905-764-3668 @ 905-764-FO0T

Free Parking | Evening/Weekend Appts. | No Referral Necessary
Covered Under Most Health Care Plans

Tony Pucci - Parishioner

THL

An Independent Catholic School
in the Augustinian Tradition

Grades 4 through 12

Contact Admissions
www.villanovacollege.org
2480 15" Sideroad ~ King City

TLC Landscaping

Lawn Maintenance * Landscaping ® Snow Removal &

— We Clear the Snow at St. Luke's —

Escape Designs
Home Renovations &

416-433-2423 .
Handyman Services

)
Join the movement Scooters + Wheelchairs
mObiIitys p ot Hospital Beds + Walkers

2300 John St. Unit 3, Call Michael at 905-764-0706

KNIGHTS

i@icw=c0LUMBUS

IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.

"M R Auto Service
Ringo Wong - owner/Parishioner =
English, Cantonese & Mandarin spoken &3

60 Green Lane Bus 905-707-1763 Cel 416-616-6888
WWW.Mmr-auto-service.com

7\ Highland Funeral Home Because fam”y ma‘tters|
\ Markham Chapel — '
AT o 905-887-8600 ® highlandfuneralhome.ca/markham

Paul Stefanczyk
416-473-5760
MyOneEscape.com

Arbor Merr

DYNAMIC !E J LL CATHIS?JII\TEIREL SEIE]I}QEESTERIES
RECOVERY \ In keeping with your Catholic faith
REHABILITATION CET\lL;;{E -| |- wwvzcagthojicrcemeteries.com
oly Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home 905-889-7467
905-764-3818 =

dLimMVs

Physiotherapy
Acupuncture INJURY LITIGATION LAWYERS
Orthotics Dianna Morello
Massage '-""ei 905.660.7950

Tsang Little Morello Vettese Segreto LLP

#204 - 8220 Bayview Ave
www.dynamicrecovery.ca

1111 Creditstone Road | Vaughan
LMVS.ca

ST LUKE'S COUNCIL 4393 WE INVITE NEW MEMBERS CALL JOSEPH AZAVEDO 647-295-1985

Church Supplies, Religious Books & Gifts
416-690-4777
322 Consumers Rd., North York

Remember...
Let our advertisers

know you saw
their ad here.

LAVENDER LILLY
Boutique

10% off with Ad
302 John St., Unit 5 289-597- 4888

THE PERFECT SPOT TO ‘t{\ola\RlEUﬁlEs;E

ROSE

KHOSRAVANI Broker

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL 1-800-268-2637

q'ﬂ ‘
"

Tood
Basics

Best Prices Everyday!
Welcomes parishioners of St. Luke's
300 John St. 905-886-0983

Prefered Rate For
Parishioners
416.276.6960

Heritage Group Ltd., Brokerage
Office: 905-764-7111

R.S.KANE

FUNERAL HOME
Serving The Community

—

Realty Inc. Brokerage

300 John St., Suite 500

MORRISON AND PAYNE

Since 1950 Barri 2.
arristers and Solicitors
6150 Yonge Street John D. Morrison
Toronto, Ontario M2M 3W9 Parishioner
Corporate/Commercial

Tel: 416-221-1159
info@rskane.ca
www.rskane.ca

Canadian Independent

Commercial Litigation
Commercial & Residential Real Estate
Wills and Estate Planning & Administration

45 Sheppard Ave. E. Suite 506
416-224-9968
www.morrisonandpayne.com

Residential  Condo « Commercial

45\
PAUL ZAMMIT
REAL ESTATE LTD., BROKERAGE
905-881-2181 ZAMMIT.COM

Howard
Chon

Broker
Parishioner

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
Evening Hours by appointment

Cell: 416-882-1000 905-884-9242

howardchon@yahoo.ca

10800 Yonge St. (at Elgin Mills)
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