St. LuKe's Parish

39 Green Lane, Thornhill, Ontario L3T 6K5  Telephone: (905) 881-2786
Website: https://stlukesth.archtoronto.org  Email: st.lukesparish(@rogers.com

Pastor: Fr. Mark Van Patten - Ext. 222
Associate Pastor: Fr. Wenceslao Abalos - Ext. 227
Secretary: Anne Amore, Lois Henderson - Ext. 221
Pastoral Associate: John Humphries - Ext 226
Parish Social Ministry Coordinator: Natalie Doucet - Ext 235
Lay Pastoral Associate:Antoinette Agostinelli - Ext 233
Youth Minister: Greg Garda - Ext. 232
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4th Sunday of Advent
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF

ADVENT

Christmas is almost upon us and, on this fourth Sunday of
Advent, our thoughts turn to Mary our mother, who is the
model of listening and waiting for the Lord to come. As she
turned over in her mind what the angel’s greeting could
mean she came only gradually to understand the message
and the mystery of Christmas. God not only wants to
become one of us, but his reason in doing so is that he
wants us to become like him. In listening to the Word of
God, Mary shows us an aspect of our Christian life which is
of special importance. To be a Christian is to be a person
who keeps their ears open to what God is calling them to do
so that they can answer that call. We can ask her to help us
have her attitude of listen and responding to God’s call so
that we can be as ready and as willing to bring Christ into
our world as Mary was.

Mass Intentions

Monday Christmas Day

Tuesday Souls of Steven Huta, MaryLeung,
Awet Sebhat, Cristina Agostinelli, and
Rajpat Kawall

Wednesday  Soul of Margarita Bernal

Thursday Soul of Susanna Kim

Friday Soul of John Frederick Jack Wilson

PRAYER REQUEST LINE
905 881-2786 ext. 250

Entering into and Celebrating the
Christmas Season

Christmas is not the end of Advent. It is a real season of the
Church year. This year, let's enter a new Season, which has its
own spirit and desires and graces.

Special Feasts begin the season and we continue the story, so that
we enter more deeply into the story of Jesus' coming to be one
with our life, but also that we might enter more deeply into how
Jesus comes this year to bless each of us.

Asking for the Grace We Desire

Sometimes we come up to the Christmas season with little or no
time for formal prayer. Every moment, it seems, is filled with
some preparation or activity. This year, let's ask for the grace or
graces we desire. What is it that we are yearning for?

Keeping Focused in the “Background”

The key to finding intimacy with God in the midst of each of our
activities is to go through our day with an awareness of what it all
means. With focus and a conscious attention to our desires, we
can maintain an alive “background,” even while rushing
somewhere, opening packages, eating dinner or avoiding a
conflict.

For example, while going to a family dinner or while preparing a
meal - even though there might be music on or other conversation
happening around me - | can take brief moments to “collect” who
I am and why I'm here and what | desire for this moment in this
day. In a few simple deep breaths, | can say, “O Lord, as you
came into our world to share our lives, please come into this day
and share your peace. Please bless me, my family and friends at

this meal as | hand over t0 you my anxieties and fears.”
Letting Rituals and Gestures Be Open to Grace

With focused attention, we can let many very ordinary parts of
our days become prayerful and rich with grace. Imagine how
different this Christmas would be if we let every handshake, every
hug and every kiss, be an opportunity - even for a few brief
seconds - to turn to God in thanksgiving and with a prayer.
“Thank you so much for Jane, she is such a gift. Please give her
your freedom and peace.” “Chris is such a wonderful partner.
Please fill our marriage with faith, generosity and self-sacrificing
love.” “Lord, you know the struggles | have with Michael; let me
be as compassionate and loving with him as you are.”

In these or similar brief prayers, our very ordinary gestures of
greeting might be transformed and full of faith. Any other
activity can become a ritual, if I let it have meaning such as
turning on the Christmas tree lights or opening the front door and
our hearts to our guests. This Christmas let us enter the
season and discover all the graces waiting to be unwrapped.

John Humpbhries.



December 24, 2017

ST. LUKE’S CHRISTMAS &
NEW YEAR’S EVE SCHEDULE

Sunday morning December 24 — Regular Sunday schedule
Christmas Eve — December 24"
4:00 p.m.with pageant, 8:00 p.m., and 12 midnight
with carols starting ¥ hour before each Mass

Christmas Day — December 25"
10:30 a.m., and 12:15 p.m.

Sunday morning December 31
— Regular Sunday schedule
New Year’s Eve — December 31%
5:00 p.m. Mass

New Year’s Day — January 1%
10:30 a.m., and 12:15 p.m.

TUNA CASSEROLE VOLUNTEERS

A new Freezer has been ordered but will probably not be
delivered until the beginning January. Thank you for your
support this past year. Hoping you will continue this good
work in 2018.”

%égg@m NEW YEAR’S EVE
e DINNER DANCE

Now is the time to start planning for your New Year’s Eve
celebration! We are continuing our tradition of having a
high class served dinner and dance for a very affordable
price. The evening begins with arrival at 7:00 and hors
d’oeuvres served while you are settling in and socializing
with your family and parish friends. Then at 8:00 you will
be served at your table your choice of Prime Rib of Beef or
Chicken with all the trimmings. Dancing follows to the
music of the DJ Greg Benoit so bring your requests!
Champagne and party favours are included in your ticket.
There will be door prizes and a bar to purchase your drinks
of choice. Tickets will be on sale next weekend so reserve
your table early. The whole family is invited!

Prices are: Adults $45 Seniors $30 Children 11 and
under $20. For further information contact Greg at
greg.benoit@rogers.com or at 647-296-6851.

York Catholic District School Board
Kindergarten Reqgistration

Kindergarten registration begins January 8, 2015 in all
York Catholic schools. We look forward to welcoming
your child into our schools, where we emphasize academic
success using a curriculum that is infused with the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. You can register your child at your local
Catholic school. For more information, check the parish
bulletin board or visit our website at
www.ycdsb.ca/adminissions

MANY THANKS
From the
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

The Christmas Basket Program was a huge success
again this year. Donations from parishioners amounted to
$5,760.00

The recipients were given gift cards for (Food Basics and
Walmart) so they could choose what to buy for Christmas
dinner and also to buy gifts of clothing or toys for their
families.

FRIARS’ STUDENT WRITING AWARD

It is time once again for the Friars” Student Writing Award.
Students aged 14-18 are invited to write a five hundred-
word essay on the theme for the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity, celebrated January 18-25, 2018. The
theme for this coming year is “Your right hand, O Lord,
glorious in power”. Students should read the Scripture
passage Exodus 15:1-21 and respond to the following
guestion in the essay:

Just as the Israelites sought deliverance from
enslavement, in contemporary society the dignity of all
people is threatened by new enslavements to poverty,
violence, injustice and addictions. In what ways can
Christians of all denominations work together to stave
off these assaults to human dignity. Explain.

Email your essay to editor@catholicregister.org or Fax it to
416-934-3400 (include your name, email address, phone
number and name of your school) by January 8", 2108.

1% prize — an iPad Pro (128 GB), 2nd is a Kobo and 3" prize
to 6™ prize is a one-year subscription to The Catholic
Register.
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LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

I Baygreen Pharmacy|N.A.C. APPLIANCE
The Family Pharmacy REPAIRS & INSTALLATIONS

Voted Best Pharmacy 2004 Washers, Dryers, Dishwashers

Thornhill & Richmond Hil Stoves, Fridges, Freezers

FREE PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY TONY CHUCK

8 Green Lane 905-889-9461 Bus: (905) 475-6918

CLIFFWOOD
PHARMACY

15% Seniors Discount Where Applicable
FREE DELIVERY
3885 Don Mills Rd. 416-494-3770

MARY MUIR

Broker

*RE/MAX
SELLING/BUYING

Jo Carroll VIOLIN LESSONS

Sales Representative *Member of the York Symphony
Parishioner *Years of teaching experience
People comefirst | *RCM exam prer;
gitshows! || *Private lessons for
: students of all ages
Residence *Small chamber ensembles
eI EVILY | also available for events
Office

i For Personal
7787 Yonge St. Shopeing Service always
905.731.5827 S Local(l;y call MARY,
www. TheOrchidFlorist.com aves Gas PARISHIONER

Real Estate Sales since 1977
muirmary@gmail.com

905-731-6847
416-491-4002

*Crossroads Realty Inc., Brokerage

NuTech Auto

Tony Papetti
Alignment & Balancing ® Emission Repairs * Tires All Brands ® Oil & Lube ¢ Tune Ups
Save 10% off mechanical repairs with ad
nutechautocentre.com 385 John St. 905.764.1440

Kevin Leung 416-720-9041
905-889-9330

" l
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Your Community
Realty Brokerage

ROYAL LEPAGE
| S—

: @VILLANOVA Heewvoes

FOOTCARE AND ORTHOTIC CENTRE
DEBORAH L. COHEN-BENUDIZ B.Sc., D.Ch.
Chiropodist/Foot Specialist
Custom Foot Orthotics - Orthopedic Footwear
Heel Pain and Arch Disorders
Compression Stockings « Sports Medicine
Diabetic Screening and Footcare
Corns, Calluses, Warts Nail Problems
Ingrown Nail Surgery
Thornhill Square 300 John St. # 273
www.ifixft.ca
905-764-3668 @ 905-764-FO0T

Free Parking | Evening/Weekend Appts. | No Referral Necessary
Covered Under Most Health Care Plans

Tony Pucci - Parishioner

THL

An Independent Catholic School
in the Augustinian Tradition

Grades 4 through 12

Contact Admissions
www.villanovacollege.org
2480 15" Sideroad ~ King City

TLC Landscaping

Lawn Maintenance * Landscaping ® Snow Removal &

— We Clear the Snow at St. Luke's —

Escape Designs
Home Renovations &

416-433-2423 .
Handyman Services

)
Join the movement Scooters + Wheelchairs
mObiIitys p ot Hospital Beds + Walkers

2300 John St. Unit 3, Call Michael at 905-764-0706

KNIGHTS

\\ft/ OF COLUMBUS

IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.
ST LUKE'S COUNCIL 4393 WE INVITE NEW MEMBERS CALL JOSEPH AZAVEDO 647-295-1985

Church Supplies, Religious Books & Gifts
416-690-4777
322 Consumers Rd., North York

LAVENDER LILLY
Boutique

10% off with Ad
302 John St., Unit 5 289-597- 4888

"M R Auto Service
Ringo Wong - owner/Parishioner
English, Cantonese & Mandarin spoken

60 Green Lane Bus 905-707-1763 Cel 416-616-6888
WWW.Mmr-auto-service.com

7\ Highland Funeral Home Because fam”y ma‘tters|
\ Markham Chapel — '
AT o 905-887-8600 ® highlandfuneralhome.ca/markham

Paul Stefanczyk
416-473-5760
MyOneEscape.com

Arbor Merr

DYNAMIC !E J Lt CATHgnI\TEIREL sCEIE/II\/c[EsTERIES
RECOVERYA .catholic- es.
REHABILITATION CET\i;;{E _| |- Holy Crossvé:,nv:ect::y%(,;::t::;tle-lrr:\::ogz)s-%?-nﬂ
Our Funeral Home is Now Open at Holy Cross Cemetery
905-764-3818

dLimMVs

Physiotherapy
Acupuncture INJURY LITIGATION LAWYERS
Orthotics Dianna Morello
Massage '-""ei 905.660.7950

Tsang Little Morello Vettese Segreto LLP

#204 - 8220 Bayview Ave
www.dynamicrecovery.ca

1111 Creditstone Road | Vaughan
LMVS.ca

THE PERFECT SPOT TO ‘t{\ola\RlEUﬁlEs;E

food MORRISON AND PAYNE
BaSlcs Barristers and Solicitors
Best Prices Everyday! JothD, Pll\(lorrlson
Welcomes parishioners of St. Luke's arishioner
300 John St. 905-886-0983 Corporate/Commercial

Commercial Litigation
Commercial & Residential Real Estate
Wills and Estate Planning & Administration

45 Sheppard Ave. E. Suite 506
416-224-9968
www.morrisonandpayne.com

R.S.KANE

FUNERAL HOME
Serving The Community

Remember...
Let our advertisers know
you saw their ad here.

PAUL ZAMMIT
REAL ESTATE LTD., BROKERAGE
905-881-2181 ZAMMIT.COM

Realty Inc. Brokerage

300 John St., Suite 500

Since 1950
6150 Yonge Street
Toronto, Ontario M2M 3W9

Residential  Condo « Commercial

Wordr LAND

Tel: 416-221-1159
info@rskane.ca
www.rskane.ca

Canadian Independent

Addiction Counselling

Patrick Sullivan
647-718-1810

Dance Compan Howa l'd
y
Classes for All Ages Chon
Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Hip Hop, Accro, B.'° I.(er
Musical Theatre & more Parishioner BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

Evening Hours by appointment

(905) 884-9242

Discounts for Boys & Siblings

Thornhill Square, 300 John St. #200 Cell: 416-882-1000

howardchon@yahoo.ca

289-597-5253 - wonderlanddance.ca 10800 Yonge St. (at Elgin Mills)
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